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BACKGROUND

“Eulogy on the Dog” is a closing argument that was delivered to a jury in a
civil court case in 1870. George Graham Vest, who wrote and delivered
the argument, was a lawyer. He represented Charles Burden, the owner of

a foxhound named Drum. That dog was shot and killed by Leonidas Hornsby,
Burden’s brother-in-law and neighbor. Vest’s stirring speech won the case
for his client.

NOTES

Gentlemen of the jury, a man’s best friend in this world may turn

against him and become his enemy. The son or daughter he has raised
with loving care may turn out to be ungrateful. We trust our happiness
and our reputation to the people who are nearest and dearest to us.

But those people may betray us. A man may lose his money. Perhaps it
flies away from him when he needs it most. A man’s reputation may be
sacrificed if he acts thoughtlessly. The people who honor uswhen we are
successful may be the first to wish us harm when we fail. There is one
absolute, unselfish friend that man can have in this selfish world. The one
that never deserts him, the one that never proves ungrateful or deceitful,
is his dog.

Gentlemen of the jury, a man’s dog stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness. He will sleep on the cold ground when
the wintry winds blow and the snow drives fiercely, just to be near his
master’s side. He will kiss the hand that hasno food to offer. He will lick
the wounds and sores caused by the roughness of the world. He guards
the sleep of his penniless master as if he were a prince. When all other
friends desert, he remains. When riches are lost and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant as the rising and setting sun.

Bad luck may make the master an outcast. It may cause him to lose his
friends and his home. However, the faithful dog asks nothing more than
to stay with the master to guard against danger and fight against his
enemies. And when death takes the master, and his body is laid away in
the cold ground, it does not matter if his other friends mourn him. The
noble dog will be there by his graveside, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad but open in alert watchfulness. The dog is faithful and true even
to death.



